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The Madison County Green Schools Program supports the important work done by teachers and 
school staff to help students develop the skills to become wise stewards of our land, air, and water. In 

this guide, you will see that the Green Schools Program offers collection programs, county-wide 
competitions, professional development opportunities, grant funding, and recognizes individuals for 

their dedication to their school’s goals. 

Madison County Building and Zoning 
157 N. Main, Edwardsville IL, 62025 
Contact: Bailey Lutz 
Phone: 618-296-4606 
Email: bnlutz@co.madison.il.us 
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Waste Diversion and 
Reduction 

Land, Air, and Water                   
Management 

Madison County Ecology 

This program provides support, 
incentives, and educational 
resources for new and ongoing 
resource management practices 
within private and public Madison 
County schools. While each 
school’s approach varies based on 
its needs, all schools share a 
common set of goals. Our 
program’s values are rooted in the 
wise use of resources, the creation 
of healthy outdoor spaces in and 
around schools, and access to 
meaningful learning opportunities 
about Madison County’s ecology 
and natural spaces. 

 

 Offer a comprehensive education program that promotes student learning about local 
environmental concepts and processes. 

 Provide support for schools working to improve resource and energy management practices 
and environmental science-based learning experiences. 

 Generate community awareness and encourage wise management of land, air, and water while 
increasing resident engagement with outdoor spaces in Madison County. 

Focus areas of the Green Schools Program: 



 4 

When thinking about a schools sustainability, 
it is important to know that every school has 
different needs and resources.  Our Green 
Schools Program works with each individual 
school to develop goals based on what works 
best for their students and staff.  The term 
‘Green School’ refers to a school that enrolls 
in the Green Schools Program and actively 
participates in and promotes the county-
wide collection programs, competitions, and 
opportunities. We understand that some 
programs that we promote may not work for 
all schools but we encourage everyone to 
make an effort in all areas of school 
sustainability that they feel they can set 
obtainable goals.  

In this guide you will see a variety of Collection Programs, Competitions, and Opportunities, 
including grant funding, professional development for educators and educational resources for the 
classroom. 

Collection Programs in schools involve setting up a collection bin for different types of materials to 
be recycled that are not accepted in typical single stream recycling. These collections are non-
competitive and there is no monetary award for the items listed for collection under this category.  

Competitions and Contests mean that there is an award for the winning schools or individuals. 
Some competitions offer a check to the top three winning schools or a VISA gift card to the winning 
individuals.  

Opportunities are offered to schools enrolled in the Madison County Green Schools Program from 
sources external to the county such as the EPA and other partnering organizations. Some of these 
opportunities typically involve registering the school with another organization or website in order 
to participate.  

 Grant Funding is available to schools enrolled 
in the Green Schools Program to assist with 
projects such as school gardens, water bottle 
filling stations, and outdoor classrooms.  

 Professional Development and networking 
opportunities for educators. 

 Educational Resources and classroom 
presentations are also available to schools.  

Fifth grade students participating in hands-on activity stations at Water Festival, 2019 

Students at East Elementary  working in their raised bed gardens. 
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Bailey Lutz began serving as the Green Schools Coordinator in the Fall of 2019. She currently has 
her Bachelors degree in Environmental Science and her Masters degree in Youth Development. 
Bailey has a great interest in environmental education and enjoys encouraging others make 
sustainable choices that lessen their impact on our 
environment and natural resources. Born and raised 
in Collinsville, IL, Bailey has a strong connection to 
Madison County Schools and strives to develop 
connections with educators and schools to help 
them achieve their goals. If you want to learn more 
about the Green Schools Program or want to discuss 
potential projects for your school, reach out to 
Bailey! 

618-296-4606 

bnlutz@co.madison.il.us 

Make sure to BEE informed!  

The Madison County Green Schools Program sends out newsletters via 
email with updates throughout the year. This newsletter includes upcoming 
deadlines, shout outs to schools and teachers for their hard work and 
opportunities within the community. Make sure to stay informed by signing 
up for the newsletter HERE. 

Accomplishments of the Madison County Green Schools Program 

Since it began in 1990, the Green Schools Program has become a valued part of local school 
culture and a vital tool in helping our students become active and informed community stewards. 
Now in its 30th year, the Green Schools Program is a regional leader dedicated to meeting the 
needs of the community and supporting a high quality of life for children and students. The 
numbers below reflect the programs reach and impact on our county: 

30: Active years of Green Schools Program 

80: Participating Madison County Schools 

15: Green Seed Grants available every year 

20,000: Students impacted each year 

mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Green%20Schools%20Program
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=554017c6fa766f253b1ec175a&id=eeebc17526
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The Madison County Green Schools Program exists to promote student learning about local 
environmental concepts, provide support for schools working to reduce waste and improve resource 
management efforts, and to increase community participation in the wise 
management of land, air, and water in Madison County.  

STEP ONE: Answer the call!  

A dedicated teacher or school staff member chooses to participate in the Madison 
County Green Schools Program as the coordinator for the school. This might include 
a team of individuals (such as a principal, teacher, custodians etc.) or just one 
individual teacher. 

STEP TWO: Enroll in the Program   

The school coordinator, along with other staff and the schools Green Team if needed, fills out the 
Goals and Interests Survey to identify the schools sustainability goals. Schools can enroll at any point 
throughout the school year, but if enrolled by the October deadline, the school qualifies for a $100 
stipend.  In this survey, the school coordinator identifies which county sponsored programs and 
competitions that the school will promote for the school year. 

STEP THREE: Take Small Steps (For Big Change) 

After enrolling, schools can participate in county sponsored programs and competitions 
through out the year, teach standard-aligned lessons provided by the Green Schools 
Program, and implement policies and practices to reduce waste in and around their 
school.  The school coordinator works directly with the Green Schools Program County 
coordinator who will provide the school with the necessary supplies and resources for 

STEP FOUR: Receive Support and Optional Grant Funding 

The Green Schools Program provides planning tools, logistical support, materials for classroom 
use, and if enrolled by the October deadline, a $100 stipend to be used towards their schools 
goals. Participating schools are also eligible to receive Green Seed Grant funding for projects such 
as school gardens, water bottle filling stations, and other efforts related to waste reduction and 
improving the quality of air, land, and water in and around the school. Other grant funding 
opportunities provided by the state and other organizations are also promoted to provide schools 
with financial support for their resource management projects.  

STEP FIVE: Report Back and Celebrate! 

At the end of the year, school coordinators are required to complete the End-of-Year Survey which 
provides the county program with an overview of the schools accomplishments, 
challenges, and general feedback on their participation in the program. Schools 
are also then eligible for end-of-year celebration kits to be used for recognition 
with their students and staff. Additionally, Coordinators and Green Teams can 
apply for End-of-Year county-wide awards which recognize individuals and 
groups for their hard work and dedication to the program throughout the year.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QTDS8QP
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Each year schools are required to enroll in the Madison County Green Schools Program by filling 
out a Goals and Interests Survey. This survey helps the school to set sustainability goals and 
identify the programs and competition they plan to promote among their students and staff. 
Additionally, this survey will help the County Coordinator to provide your school with 
educational resources, support, and incentives. Upon completing this Goals and Interests Survey, 
schools that enroll before the deadline in early October will receive a $100 stipend for their 
school to use towards their goals. The graphic on the next page offers suggestions on creative 
ways to spend your stipend.  

Please note that schools can enroll in the Green Schools Program at any time throughout the 
year, but those who enroll before that October deadline are eligible for the enrollment stipend.  

Goals and Interests Form—A sample of questions asked for enrollment 

 Does your school have a green team of students and/or staff members? 

 What competitions do you plan to promote among your students and staff? These can be 
competitions you participate in as a school or your students can participate in some of the 
competitions as individuals. 

 What sort of recycling programs does 
your school currently have? (ie. 
Paper only recycling dumpster, 
Crayola marker recycling, plastic bag 
recycling, etc.) 

 What would be helpful in advancing 
your school’s resource management 
practices or environmental education 
programs?  

Benchmarking Survey 

In addition to the annual Goals and 
Interests Enrollment survey, we ask that 
schools complete a Benchmarking 
Survey every five years to provide the 
Green Schools Program with a more 
detailed description of any major 
changes to the school. This survey has 
several questions that relate to your 
school building's structure, grounds, and 
maintenance practices. It may be helpful 
to complete these questions with a 
custodian or member of your Facilities 
Maintenance staff. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCN895V
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCN895V
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Make or purchase seed bombs for students 
to take home in the Spring. Seeds packed in 

air-dry clay will 
sprout where you 
plant them and help 
support bees and 
other important 
pollinators. 

Adopt a barn owl, red-tailed hawk, or 
peregrine falcon from World Bird 
Sanctuary.  

Sign up for a Terracycle 
Zero Waste Box and 
help your school 
reduce its waste by 
recycling unusual 
items, from action 
figures to athletic balls.  

Use bulletin board materials to 
create a display in the school 
lobby to inform parents and 
visitors of your efforts and gain 
support.  

Add feeders for local birds or hummingbirds to 
your schoolyard. Use opportunities for 
observation to enrich descriptive writing, graph 
feeder visitors, or learn about concepts such as 
migration and physical adaptations.  

Replace the light bulbs 
in a common area of 
your school with high-
efficiency bulbs. 

Install heat-and UV-blocking 
window film in classrooms that 
get the hottest on warm 
afternoons.  

Take a hike! Use your 
stipend towards 
transportation costs for a 
field trip to one of Madison 
County’s many outdoor 
learning destinations, such 
as the Watershed Nature 
Center. 

Plant a native garden to 
support pollinators and use it 
as a “living lab” for topics 
such as plant life cycles, food 
webs, and prairie 
ecosystems.  

Purchase the materials to create an 
indoor worm bin for composting and 

use it as a learning 
opportunity to 
teach the cycle of 
decomposition.  

Invite a guest speaker 
to your schools 
assembly to teach on 
a sustainability topic 
and use the stipend to 
cover the speakers 
fees.  

https://www.etsy.com/market/wildflower_seed_bomb?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search_US_DSA_GGL_Categories_Home_New&utm_ag=Seeds&utm_custom1=_k_CjwKCAjwgviIBhBkEiwA10D2j5Q4pWuFNDNRWyW3l--kmkc-KpEV-aTy3MacgMEU7fF7ue5DlS0FhxoCFjkQAvD_BwE_k_&
https://www.worldbirdsanctuary.org/
https://www.worldbirdsanctuary.org/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=recycling%20bulletin%20board&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=recycling%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=bulletin%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=board%7Ctyped
https://www.duncraft.com/Bird-Feeders
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/save-electricity-and-fuel/lighting-choices-save-you-money/how-energy-efficient-light
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/save-electricity-and-fuel/lighting-choices-save-you-money/how-energy-efficient-light
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-06/documents/sensible_steps_final_may2017_web.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-06/documents/sensible_steps_final_may2017_web.pdf
http://www.watershednaturecenter.org/
http://www.watershednaturecenter.org/
https://extension.illinois.edu/news-releases/planning-designing-native-garden
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/how-create-and-maintain-indoor-worm-composting-bin
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability/sustainability/sustainable-learning/in-schools-universities.aspx
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August 

Review the Green Schools Program Guide and begin thinking about your schools sustainability goals 
for the year. Feel free to reach out to Bailey to discuss your goals in more detail. 

 
September 

Recruit students and staff to help support your schools goals. Begin your Goals and Interests Survey 
to help set goals and a sustainability plan for the school year. This month can also focus on 

promoting your collection programs for the school that will be ongoing throughout the year (plastic 
bag collection, Crayola marker collection, used shoe collection, etc.) 

 
October 

Deadline to enroll and qualify for the $100 stipend is the second Friday in October. Entries  for the 
America Recycles Day Poster Contest are also due on the fourth Friday in October. 

 
November 

America Recycles Day is on November 15th, think about how your school can celebrate! This month 
is also a good opportunity to promote used/broken holiday string light collection. You will also 

receive your enrollment stipend this month also so you can consider ways to spend it.  
 

December 
Work on Green Seed Grant application (if applying for funding). Rain barrel design contest entries 

due on the second Friday in December. 
 

January 
Green Seed Grant Applications due second Friday in January.  

 
February 

Promote the Spring competitions and contests at your school (PhotoVoice Contest, Clean Air 
Bookmark Contest, Mississippi River Plastic Pollution Competition). Schools receiving Green Seed 

Grants are announced this month! 
 

March 
PhotoVoice and Bookmark entries due second Friday in March, EEAI Conference held in early march 

 
April 

End of Year Surveys due second Friday in April (important deadline to make sure you get your end 
of year celebration kit), Data collection for MRPPI due at the end of the month, apply for end of 

year awards, winners announces for PhotoVoice and Bookmark Competitions. 
 

May 
Celebration and Awards! End of Year Celebration kits are distributed out to schools who complete 

their end of year surveys. 

 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QTDS8QP
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/green_schools_programs.php
https://www.eeai.net/
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GreenMantra will now recycle both pre- and post-
consumer plastic markers from across all of North 
America, expanding its feedstock stream for 
producing its specialty polymer additives. The 
company will transform Crayola's discarded plastic 
markers into high-value polymers that can then be 
used in the production of industrial products to 
enhance critical infrastructure applications (things 
like asphalt roads, roofing products, and plastic 
drainage pipes), while also enabling increased use 
of recycled content in those applications.  

 

 
For any of the collection items listed below, simply set up a collection bin 
in the front office of your school and encourage students to collect and 
recycle these hard-to-recycle items. Once the collection bin is full, or at the 
end of the year, contact your county coordinator to arrange a pick-up or 
drop off of the items. Need a collection bin and label for your school? 
Please let your county coordinator know! 

Soda Tabs 

Eyeglasses 

Keys Plastic Bottle Caps 

Holiday String Lights 

https://greenmantra.com/geenmantra-technologies-expands-recycling-agreement-with-crayola-to-advance-circularity-and-zero-waste-solutions/
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In this school-wide collection program, students and staff will collect 
plastic bread tags to be recycled by Danielle Cares for Chairs, a non-
profit started by a 17 year old in Indiana that collects large amounts 
of plastic bread tags, recycles them directly through a plastic recycler, 
and uses the profits to purchase mobility products for individuals. 
  
These #6 plastic bread tags are not recyclable through a regular single stream 
process because of their small shape and size, but they can be collected and recycled through a 
special process. 
 

These bread tags are made from #6 polystyrene and are melted 
down and recycled into products such as drinking cups, egg 
cartons, coffee pods, tape dispensers, and sporks. Collection 
containers will be provided to school coordinators with 
promotional materials to distribute throughout the school. By 

utilizing this collection program,  students have the opportunity to take small steps for big change. 
 
As of June 2021, Danielle Cares for Chairs has collected 4.5 million bread tags and has given away 9 
mobility products. 
 

Did you know? There are 
approximately 1300 bread 

tags to 1 lb.  

daniellecaresforchairs@gmail.com 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Instagram 

Website 

https://daniellecaresforch.wixsite.com/daniellecareforchair
mailto:daniellecaresforchairs@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/daniellecaresforchairs/
https://twitter.com/daniellecares17
https://www.instagram.com/daniellecaresforchairs/
https://daniellecaresforch.wixsite.com/daniellecareforchair
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Between 500 million and 1 trillion plastic bags are made 
each year!  These lightweight plastic bags travel through 
our waterways where they pollute our ecosystems and 
harm wildlife.  
 
Through this competition, students and staff are 
encouraged to collect plastic bags and other dry stretchy 
plastic at their school to then be recycled through a local 
retailer. Schools will be provided with a collection bin for 
their school and toolkit with resources to promote the 
competition with students and staff. 
 

Competition Rules: 
 Students and staff will collect plastic bags and stretchy plastics at a designated location in the 

school (front office, teacher’s classroom, cafeteria). 

 The school coordinator will weigh the collected 
bags and report to the Madison County Green 
Schools coordinator in their end of year survey. 
The collected bags and plastic can then be 
taken to a local Dierbergs, Schnucks or other 
local retailer to be recycled.  

 Winning schools will be determined by 
calculating the lbs. collected divided by the 
number of students enrolled at the school.  
 

First Place School $300 
Second Place School $200 
Third Place School $100 

https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/How%20It%20Works.pdf
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In this nation-wide competition hosted by TREX, students and 
school staff are encouraged to collect and recycle plastic bags and 
stretchy film. 

Third grade students at Whitehouse School in Reading Township N.J. collected more 
than 300 lbs. of recycled plastic. 

"After more than a decade, the Trex® Plastic Film Recycling Challenge continues to educate and 
inspire young people by providing a program in which students can play an active role in preserving 
the environment and making a difference."   -Stephanie Hicks,  Materials Sourcing Manager for TREX 

What Can Be Recycled? 

Schools are encouraged to participate in this nation-wide competition in addition to the county-
wide competition, Fantastic Plastic. Registering and reporting for county-wide competition Fantastic 
Plastic should be done through the county coordinator while the nation-wide competition through 
TREX should be done through the TREX website. 

"Trex® was founded on the 
premise that ingenuity can 
help extract value from 
what was once seen as 
waste. In creating this turn-
key program for schools, we 
provide students with a 
better understanding and 
appreciation for the im-
portance of recycling by 
demonstrating how small, 
everyday efforts can trans-
late into a tangible product 
and successful business." 
-Bryan Fairbanks, President 
and CEO of Trex. 

https://recycle.trex.com/view/programs
https://recycle.trex.com/view/programs
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In this competition schools participate in a citizen science project focused on 

recording data on litter at different points along the Mississippi River. This 

competition will require the use of the Marine Debris Tracker app which will 

allow participants to log the litter they pick up, as well as the use of GPS 

which tracks the location of the litter.  

The problem: It is estimated that 40% of plastic pollution entering the Gulf of Mexico, and then into 

the ocean, originates from the Mississippi River. This competition targets the problem of plastic 

pollution in our waterways and helps to track what plastic items are being littered. 

We encourage students, their families, and staff to participate in this competition. If you do not have 

a smart phone or portable electronic device, contact your school coordinator to find out how to 

record your collection numbers. 

HOW SCHOOLS CAN PARTICIPATE:  

 Students (or their parents) and school staff must download the Marine 

Debris Tracker app and log in with their school account information.  

 Select the list MRCTI (icon at the top of the page). 

 Students select an area to clean up litter. This can be in their 

neighborhood or one of the targeted areas suggested by Madison County. 

 Students and staff use the app to collect data and the litter that they 

clean up. 

 School coordinators will then select ‘download my data’ for the 

school account and submit to Madison County. The top three schools 

will receive the prize money to use towards their school’s 

sustainability goals.  

 

 

 

In 2020, the following schools won the top three prizes 

1st Place ($500) Hamel Elementary School 

2nd Place ($400)- Highland High School  

3rd Place ($300)- Woodland Elementary School  

Bonus Prize ($200) Hamel Elementary School 

 

To view a video tutorial on using the app 
and to find out more about the Marine 
Debris Tracker App, please scan the QR 
Code or visit debristracker.org 
 
 

Clean up supplies are available on a limited basis to participating schools 

(i.e.. Trash bags, gloves, safety vests, and litter grabbers). This competition will be held annually 

through the entire month of April. For complete competition rules, please contact the County 

Coordinator for more information.  

https://www.unep.org/regions/north-america/regional-initiatives/mississippi-river-plastic-pollution-initiative
https://debristracker.org/


 15 

 

Composting is the natural process of recycling organic matter such as leaves 
and food scraps, into valuable fertilizer that can enrich soil and plants. 
Composting helps to save landfill space and lower your carbon footprint. 
 
 International Composting Awareness Week is May 1st-7th this year and we 
are celebrating with this annual contest open to all Madison County students 
in grades K-12th. Participating students must be enrolled at a 2022-2023 
Madison County Green School. Students should design a poster or video 
(based on their grade level outlined on the contest form) that showcases the benefits of 

composting. Winning students will receive a Dual Chamber Composting Tumbler. 
 
Please view the Composting 101 flyer for tips and tricks on how to create and 
maintain a compost pile.  You can also visit www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-
home for more composting information. 

View the full contest rules and entry form HERE. 

The Madison County Green Schools Program invites students in grades 
K-12 within Madison County schools to participate in the NEW Upcy-
cling Innovation Challenge. Upcycling is the act of creating a product 
from waste or unwanted items or adapting an existing product in a cre-
ative way to add value. When items are upcycled, they reduce waste 
from going to the landfill and improve the efficiency of our resources.  
 
All entries and entry forms must be received no later than 4:00 pm, 
April 14th, 2023. Entry forms can be mailed, dropped off in person, or 
submitted online via the link on the entry page. Winners will be recog-
nized on our Madison County Resource Management Facebook page, Instagram, and website. 
Winning entries will also be displayed in-person at the County Administration Building.  
 
Please see the Contest Rules and Entry Form for full details.   

https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/Composting%20101%20(8.5%20%C3%97%2011%20in)%20(9).pdf
https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/ICAW%20Competition_2022.pdf
https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/2022%20Upcycling%20Innovation%20Challenge.pdf
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This contest allows 6th-12th grade students the opportunity for their 
voice to be heard through photography by documenting their 
community’s needs and resources. Students should photograph a scene 
that represents their community or expresses their point of view as it 
relates to sustainability and the wise use of our land, air, or water in 
addition to a 4-5 sentence description of their photograph.  
Photographs might include subjects such as:  
 Human activities and habits that support or are possible because of 

healthy land, air, and water.  
 Agricultural practices that support a healthy and thriving Madison 

County.  
 Favorite places to explore outdoor Madison County, particularly 

those that might represent local plants, animals, or habitats that are 
carefully managed or conserved.  

 
This competition is typically promoted in February and submissions are 
due the last Friday in March. First place winners receive a $100 VISA gift card, second place receives 
a $75 VISA gift card, and third place receives a $50 VISA gift card. 
 

 
This contest allows students (grades K-12) to design a bookmark showing the various ways to 
improve air quality in the Metro East region such as carpooling, walking, bicycling, riding transit, 
using solar and wind energy, etc. Each year students have a theme for their grade level to focus on; 
‘We Deserve Clean Air’, ‘Planes, Trains, and Cars!’, ‘Clean Air is Our Future’.  First place winners in 
each of the four grade level categories win a new Kindle in addition to the top three winners in each 
category who win a $50 VISA gift card. See the competition rules for more details. Deadline for 
entries is the last Friday in March.  

 
 

2021 first place winner, 
Collinsville High School 
Student- Corey Patton 

First place bookmarks  from 2021 pictured left to right 
(K-2) Logan Garson, (3-5) Lillian Bell, (6-8) Savannah 

Kujawa, (9-12) Hannah Heidrich 

Winning students at Highland Primary– (L-R) 
Logan Garson, Madeleine Gourley, Taylor 

Logsdon 

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/competitions_and_collections.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/competitions_and_collections.php
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This contest encourages students in grades K-12 to illustrate their artistic talent and “think outside 
of the recycling bin”. Students must design a poster illustrating the theme of the contest focused on 
recycling. The entry form for 2021 can be found here. 
 
Theme in 2020: The five R’s: Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rot (Compost). Whether they’re 
learning from home or in the classroom, this poster contests allows students to demonstrate the 
importance of our actions and how they impact the environment.  This contest is typically promoted 
throughout the month of October and due in early November. Winners are announced before 
America Recycles Day, November 15th.  
 
 
 

Theme in 2021: Stick with the Six! Students should illustrate the importance of recycling responsibly 
and only placing items in the recycling that belong in the bin! Although some schools have paper only 
recycling, single stream recycling is available in most homes and public areas within Madison County. 
This type of recycling involves only recycling the items illustrated below. If it’s not on the list, it 
doesn’t go in the bin.  Students should design a poster encouraging Madison County residents to stick 
with the six when recycling items in a single-stream recycling bin. 

Suzy Smith 3-5th Grade First Place Winner 2020  Alissa Korsmeyer 6-8th First Place Winner 2020  

https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/2021%20America%20Recycles%20Day%20Poster%20Contest.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/americarecycles/america-recycles-day#:~:text=On%20America%20Recycles%20Day%202019,current%20rate%20of%2032%20percent.
http://www.onestl.org/get-involved/regional-working-groups/materials-recycling/recycle-responsibly#Stick_with_the_Six
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Rain barrels are a great way to conserve water and 
are completely free to use in your landscape. In 
this contest, students are challenged to create 
their own design for a rain barrel.  
 
All design submissions are expected to illustrate 
the benefits of capturing and/or reusing rainwater 
(rainscaping or rain water harvesting), such as 
erosion control, improved water quality, reduced 
flooding etc. 

 
Contest entry forms will be due the 
second Friday in December, winners will 
be announced in January, and rain 
barrels delivered to schools in the early 
Spring. 
 

There are four grade level categories for students: 
K-2nd, 3rd-5th, 6th-8th, 9th-12th. The first place 
design from each category will receive a sign and 
rain barrel for their school, delivered in the Spring. 
 

 

 
Project Learning Tree® (PLT) is a collection of 
award winning, multi-disciplinary 
environmental education activity guides for 
educators and students in Pre K-grade 12. It is a 
program of the Sustainable Forest Initiative.   

Kate Becker 3rd-5th grade winner in 2015 with coordinator 
Susie Brauns, Highland Elementary  

https://www.plt.org/
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USAgain has been providing people across 
the country an eco-friendly solution for 
ridding themselves of unwanted clothes and 
shoes., effectively diverting millions of 
pounds of textiles from landfills each year.  

A bin is place in an unused area of the parking lot where 
community members can drop off their unwanted 
clothes and shoes. At least once per week, we collect the 
items and bring them to our area warehouse. USAgain 
redistributes the discarded gently-used clothes to places 
with great demand, supporting the local and global 
economy. Non-reusable clothes are recycled into 
insulation, rags, or are broken down to reclaimed fiber. 
USAgain collection bins generate revenue for your school 
as part of a nation-wide contest. 

In 2020 as part of an America Recycles Day Challenge, the 
students and staff at Dorris Intermediate in Collinsville IL 
promoted this collection with their community and was 
awarded the first place prize of $2,500 in the nation-wide 
competition.  

 Accepted Items 

Pictured to the right is Clay Smith, CHS Athletic Direc-
tor, with two DIS students.  

https://usagain.com/Host-a-TreeMachine
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Everyone is affected when the air quality is unhealthy- 
especially older adults, children and teens, people with 
asthma or heart conditions, and those who work or 
exercise outdoors. The Air Quality Flag Program uses 
brightly colored flags to inform students and staff on the 
quality of air and when to do less intense activities 
outside, to take more breaks or move activities indoors. 
By typing in your zip code at 

www.airnow.gov/flag/whichflag you can view the air quality for the day and determine which 
color flag to fly at your school. 
 

 
1. Get your flags 
Notify your county coordinator that you are 
interested in participating in this program for the 
year to get your set of flags ordered (supplies from 
the county are limited each year). Schools will be 
required to complete an online registration form 
through the airnow.gov website. 
 
2. Educate your students and staff on the program 
You can access the Coordinator Handbook and Fact Sheet on the airnow.gov website in addition 
to sample parent letters and emails that can be sent to school staff to tell others about the 
program. Air Quality Flag posters are also available to hang up in the school hallways to remind 
everyone what the colors mean. 
 
3. Fly the day’s flag 
You can sign up for a daily 
email about the air quality 
forecast or you can 
download the Flag Program 
widget to your homepage. 
 
4. Take actions when the air 
quality is unhealthy! 
The Airnow.gov website 
includes activity guides on 
actions to take for each 
color.  
  
 
 

https://www.airnow.gov/how-to-use-this-site/
http://www.airnow.gov/flag/whichflag
https://www.airnow.gov/?city=Edwardsville&state=IL&country=USA


 21 

 

From notes to homework to worksheets, schools consume a lot of paper. 

Tree-Plenish's mission is to create more sustainable schools by replenishing 

the environment with these lost resources. Through student-led events, Tree-

Plenish is able to plant trees in the community based on approximations of school 

paper usage. 

Tree-Plenish also believes there is power in community. Their 

platform gives student leaders the opportunity to harness this 

power and enact meaningful environmental change.  

Trees play a vital role in our lives by providing us with air, filtering 

greenhouse gases from the atmosphere, and providing monetary 

value through increased property value and 

reduced energy usage. Through hosting tree-

planting events, the goal is to raise awareness 

about the value of trees and contribute to 

maintaining a healthier environment.  

 
Stormwater management is essential for healthy communities. Without it, pollution 
enters local water bodies and the risk of flooding increases. Stormwater runoff is a 
leading cause of water pollution in urban and suburban areas and it presents many 
environmental, social, and economic challenges.  
 
Schools play an essential role in public education, involvement, and outreach efforts in 

the community.  Additionally, they provide the ability to combine environmental education with 
service-learning opportunities. Green Infrastructure provides many community benefits in addition 
to providing cost-effective and resilient 
approach to managing wet weather 
impacts.  

June 2017 Issue of STORM SMART 
SCHOOLS: A Guide to Integrate Green 
Storm Water Infrastructure to Meet 
Regulatory Compliance and Promote 
Environmental Literacy.  

Green Infrastructure Practices for 
Schools to consider: Permeable 
Pavements, Green Roofs, Rainwater 
Harvesting, Rain Gardens , Planter Boxes 

https://www.tree-plenish.org/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/documents/storm_smart_schools_print_final_071317.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/documents/storm_smart_schools_print_final_071317.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/documents/storm_smart_schools_print_final_071317.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/documents/storm_smart_schools_print_final_071317.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/documents/storm_smart_schools_print_final_071317.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/what-green-infrastructure
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Become a CoCoRaHS Observer at School! The Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail, and Snow (CoCoRaHS) is a unique, non-profit, community-based 
network of volunteers of all ages and backgrounds working together to 
measure and map precipitation (rain, hail and snow). Developed in 1998 by 
the then Colorado State Climatologist Nolan Doesken and the Colorado 
Climate Center at Colorado State University, the network now includes 

20,000 active volunteers in all 50 
states, Canada, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and the Bahamas. Collectively, these 
volunteers log around 12,000 reports every day, using a 
simple manual rain gauge to capture the precipitation for 
each 24-hour period. The resultant data is made public 
immediately and is used by a wide range of people, including 
weather forecasters, hydrologists, water managers, 
researchers, farmers, and ranchers.  
 
To participate in this program, school coordinators should 
notify the county coordinator to obtain a high capacity 4” 
rain gauge from CoCoRaHS. Schools are not expected to 
report everyday, but are encouraged to participate as much 
as they can. 
 
Lesson plans built on citizen science are available for 
educators and parents through the CoCoRaHS website. These 
scientific activities for the classroom and at home are to be 

used while collecting precipitation data for the CoCoRaHS network. Developed for a variety of grade 
levels, these lesson plans are built around CoCoRaHS’s emphasis on measuring precipitation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Funnel 

Mounting 
Bracket 

 

Measuring Tube 

Overflow 
Tube 

https://www.cocorahs.org/
https://www.cocorahs.org/


 23 

 
Listed below are FREE educational resources available to Madison county Green Schools. If you need 
resources specific to a topic not listed below, please contact your county coordinator. 
 
The Recycling Simplified Education Program from Republic Services contains everything you need 
to teach your students about recycling. You’ll find step-by-step lesson plans and supporting materials 
including activities, videos, student certificates, and handouts for students to bring home. 

 
Lessons within each grade range build 
upon students’ understanding and 
help them gain greater awareness of 
the broader environmental, 

sustainability, and societal issues related to 
recycling and its role in conserving natural 
resources. The lessons can be taught as a unit or 
individually – whatever fits best for your students 
and your curriculum. Download the full curriculum 
at recyclingsimplified.com/for.educators 

 Meet the Monarchs (grades 2-4) this activity explores 
basic features and behavior of the Illinois state insect. 
This book includes a glossary, full-color photographs, 
engaging illustrations, as well as steps children can take 
to protect monarchs. 

 
 Meet the Monarchs (grades 5+) this activity provides 

an in-depth look at the monarch butterfly and 
examines concepts such as structure and function, 
migration, and human-environment interactions. This 
activity also includes a short answer comprehension 
quiz and answer key.  

 
 Buzzing About Pollinators (grades 2-3) this activity 

provides a complete look at the process of pollination--
how it happens, why it's important, and who does it. 
This extensive book includes a glossary, thirteen 
incredible images, a list of popular bee-pollinated 
foods, and links to online resources.   

In these downloadable books, educators can engage students with learning activities aligned with 
Next Generation Science standards. 

https://recyclingsimplified.com/for.educators/
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/green_schools_programs.php
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In this interactive activity, students will increase their awareness and 
understanding of waste reduction while interacting with one another to 
learn sorting techniques of every day items that they use. Contact your 
County Coordinator to get own activity today! 

 
In this training for teachers (adapted to a virtual format in 2020), 
participants watched a series of pre-recorded videos presented 
by experts in their field who covered a range of topics related to 
school sustainability.  Speakers in this training included: 
 

Bailey Lutz, Madison County Green Schools Coordinator, 
discussed the Green Schools Program and funding 
opportunities with the Madison County Green Seed Grants. 
Lindsay Serrano, Farm to School Coordinator with the 
Goshen Market, focused on school gardens.  
Chris Hartley, Science Education Coordinator with the Butterfly House, discussed the diversity of 
native insect pollinators showing specimen’s for illustrations, and demonstrated how to build a 
bee house.  
Jake Williams, Associate Professor with SIUE’s Department of Biological Sciences and member of 
SIUE’s Beekeeping Association, covered pollinators and classroom activities.  
Crystal Stevens, a local educator, herbalist, author, gardener and composting expert who 
focused on composting in the classroom and at home. 
 

The goal of this training was to provide teachers with resources and ideas to help schools, students, 
and staff make sustainable choices. Teachers were also provided with a tool kit that included a 
variety of sustainable items to be used in the classroom as well as materials and books to support 
each of the speakers’ presentations.  

The North American Association for Environmental Education is committed to using the power of 
education to advance environmental literacy and civic engagement to create a more equitable and 
sustainable future. Through signature programs, advocacy, conferences, and other activities, NAAEE 
works with partners, educators, and policymakers across North America and beyond to advance 
their mission. Check out the Virtual Tours and Field Trips available with NAAEE. 

 San Diego Zoo Cam 
 Virtual Farm Tour 
 Monteray Bay Aquarium Live Cams 
 Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens 
 Tour of Yellowstone National Park 

mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Class%20Your%20Trash%20Activity
mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Class%20Your%20Trash%20Activity
https://naaee.org/eepro/resources/virtual-tours-and-field-trips
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
https://www.farmfood360.ca/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatizoo/
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm
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This is a three day professional development opportunity for educators focused on the 
connection between sustainability issues and education. 

 

The 2021 Institute focus: The 
Interconnectedness of People, 
Animals, Plants in our Shared 
Environment 
Recent events have illuminated the need to 
find solutions to the public health, 
environmental, and conservation challenges 
of the 21st century. The One Health 
Framework takes a collaborative and 
interdisciplinary approach to finding these 
solutions. One Health is not new, but it has 
become more important in recent years. This is because many factors have changed interactions 
between people, animals, plants, and our environment.  Sessions will facilitate ways to 
incorporate this awareness in all levels of education and instruction. 

 
The Sustainability Institute for Educators challenges participants to help 
learners build awareness, recognize responsibility, and take action as 
global citizens working to build a sustainable world. Held annually in 
June, the institute is designed for K-12 and informal educators from all 
roles and environments. 

 
Annual scholarships are available to Madison County educators! Interested in learning more?   
Webster.edu/education/sustainability-inst-educators.php 
 

 
In 1972 a group of committed and concerned citizens -- both 
conservationists and teachers -- founded the Environmental Education 
Association of Illinois. Since that time, members of EEAI have provided 
leadership on this front at the national, 
state and community levels. The strength 
of EEAI comes from the involvement of its 
members. Their participation in state and 

regional events raises the profile of environmental education 
and challenges decision-makers to give environmental literacy 
higher priority. EEAI provides educators with many professional 
development opportunities throughout the year as well as 
networking events to connect with others around the state. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.webster.edu/education/sustainability-inst-educators.php
https://www.eeai.net/
https://www.eeai.net/
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On September 16, 2015, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
announced the United States’ first-ever national food waste 
reduction goal, calling for a 50-percent reduction by 2030 . 
In our food system, there are many points at which food loss 
and waste are generated, including in schools and 
households.  
 
The EPAs Guide to Conducting Student Food Waste Audits is 
intended to help educate students about the amount of 
food they waste in their school cafeterias and to encourage 
them to reduce waste and eat more of the nutritious foods 
provided through USDA’s school meals programs or brought from home.   
To begin focusing on food waste in your school, students must first understand the scope of the 
problem.  

 
How much food or beverage items do they waste?  
Which types of foods are being wasted most?  
Why are students not eating particular food items?  
 

Doing a student food waste audit in your school cafeteria will help answer all of those questions. 
After studying the audit data, students and schools can develop and implement food-waste 
reduction strategies that make the most sense for their particular situation. A follow-up food 
waste audit after the strategy has been fully implemented can reveal how successful a particular 
strategy or strategies were in reducing food waste. We encourage students to organize multiple 
food waste audits in a school year to engage each other in finding creative ways to make sure 
nutritious food ends up in hungry bellies and not into the trash can. The end of the guide provides 
a list of food-waste reduction strategies. Preventing food waste is not only the best way to make 
sure children eat healthy meals, but it is also the best way to reduce the damaging environmental 
impacts food waste has on our world. 

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/guide-conducting-student-food-waste-audits-resource-schools
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food
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Contact your county coordinator to inquire about getting supplies for your 
classroom to start a vermi-composting bin. This is a new initiative in 2021-
2022 and will be an effort to reduce food waste entering the landfill.  It is 
recommended that schools start off with small scale composting in individual 
classrooms before implementing a larger scale cafeteria composting 
program. Supporting educational materials can be provided upon request in 
addition to classroom presentations by the Green Schools Coordinator.  

 
For more information, visit the EPA’s website,                                                       
How to Create and Maintain an Indoor Worm Composting Bin. 

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/how-create-and-maintain-indoor-worm-composting-bin
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The Madison County Green Seed Grant Program is designed to help private, public, and parochial 
schools meet objectives related to waste reduction and diversion, wise management of air, land, 
and water, and support of Madison County ecology.  
 
Grant funds are awarded on a reimbursement basis and are not to exceed $2,000. Applications are 
due the second Friday in January and grant funds must be spent with reimbursements requests 
be submitted by the first Friday in October that same year. The application can be found HERE. 
 
Grant proposals must include the following items:  Completed application, background on 
proposed grant project, signed grant agreement, and supporting attachments. 
 
Eligible projects are those that seek to: 

1. Reduce overall school waste. 
2. Improve energy efficiency. 
3. Enhance, improve, or preserve the quality of air, land, or water in and around school 

grounds. 
4. Improve management of natural resources through stormwater management. 
5. Support the health of Madison County ecology, natural spaces, and local flora and fauna. 
6. Provide or enrich learning experiences for students as they relate to waste reduction, 

energy efficiency, natural resource management, as well as local ecology and nature.  
 

Eligible expenditures include those for supplies and services such as recycling bins, tools, native 
plants, energy auditing equipment, speaker stipends, etc. Expenditures are not limited to the 
above list. Other projects not listed in the above categories will be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Alton Middle School, 2020 Water Bottle Filling Station 

https://files1.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/GreenSeedGrants%202021-2022%20Application.pdf
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St. Ambrose School– Outdoor Classroom 
South Primary School– Plastic Waste Reduction 
Lincoln Middle School– School Garden Expansion 
Evangelical School– Monarch Habitat 
Roxana High School– Environmental Improvement Project 
East Alton Wood River High School– Outdoor Classroom  
Highland High School– Electronics Recycling Drive 
Highland Middle– Outdoor Classroom and Native Planting 
Leclaire Elementary– School Garden Expansion 
Meadowbrook Intermediate– Water Bottle Filling Station  
Trinity Lutheran– Water Bottle Filling Station 
East Elementary School– School Garden and Outdoor 
Classroom 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To view the full grant application and grant 
requirements, please contact your County 
Coordinator or visit madisoncountybz.com 

Alhambra Primary, 2020 Tree Planting 

mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Green%20Seed%20Grants
mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Green%20Seed%20Grants
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/index.php
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This award recognizes a school's Green Team who has demonstrated a 
commitment to organizing, managing, and/or leading sustainable activities 
for their school as part of the Madison County Green Schools Program. The 
team can be any combination of a principal, teacher(s), custodian(s), aide(s), 
student(s) or parent(s) who have the responsibility of carrying out the actual 
greening activities at any public, private or parochial school in Madison 
County. Please see the award nomination form for the full details and 
criteria. Nominations are due the fourth Friday in April. 

The award consists of a $500 stipend for the Green Teams School to spend on environmental-
related programs. 

Finalists are selected using the following criteria:  

 Proven accomplishments and commitment to the Madison County Green Schools program. 

 Working to create an overall sustainable environment within the school including, but not 
limited to good or innovative environmental, resource conservations, and sustainability 
practices. Common practices include improving energy efficiency, reducing waste, reducing 
water use, conserving habitat, responsible resource management, providing access to local 
food, reducing storm water runoff, improving water or air quality, incorporating sustainability 
practices and lessons within the classroom(s), or improving school/community/regional 
heath or well-being.  

2022 Green Team of the Year– East Elementary, Alton IL.   

Nominated by Jen Herring who serves as the East Elementary coordinator for the Madison County 
Green Schools Program, the East Elementary Green Team works to encourage sustainable 
practices among the students and staff. The 2022 Green Team consists of Jen Herring, Sarah 
Jones, Lisa Embrey, and Monica O'brien. Together, this Green Team works to provide 
opportunities to students and staff at the school centered on recycling, gardening, and the new 
outdoor classroom. As participants of the Green Schools Program for the last 10 years, East 
Elementary implements many different types of recycling and environmental programs 
throughout the school.  

The biggest achievement for East Elementary this year was the opening of their outdoor 
classroom which will be used for more sustainability and science education with student’s right 
outside next to the gardens.  This has been a 7 year project and they were finally able to cut the 
ribbon this year and it is ready for use!  

Jen Herring explains “All of our sustainability-related activities not 
only benefit our environment, they also provide educational 
opportunities to all of our students and community members. My 
dream for the sustainability efforts at the school would not be 
possible without the hard work and dedication of the Green Team 
members.” 

 

 

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/green_school_coordinators.php
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This award recognizes a school's coordinator for the Green 
Schools Program who has demonstrated a commitment to 
organizing, managing, and leading environmental 
education-related activities as part of the Madison County 
Green Schools Program. Please see the nomination form 
for the full details and criteria. Nominations are due the 
fourth Friday in April. 

The award consists of a $500 stipend to the winning 
teacher in addition to a $500 stipend to their school to be 
used on environmental-related programs. Applications will be reviewed by the Madison County 
Green Schools Coordinator and eligible applications will be judged by professionals in 
sustainability, education, and/or resource conservation fields.  
 
Finalists are selected using the following criteria:  
 Proven accomplishments and commitment to the Madison County Green Schools Program.  
 Development of a school culture that promotes (but is not limited to) environmental 

education, conservation of resources and habitat, reduced energy expenditures, student 
experiences with and knowledge of the natural world, and general incorporation of 
sustainability-related practices into school routines and procedures.  

 Demonstrates exceptional leadership qualities and provides positive examples for colleagues, 
staff, and students.  

 
2021 Coordinator of the Year– Kim Antonovich-Merz, Mitchell Elementary, Granite City IL  

Currently serving as the Green School coordinator at Mitchell Elementary School in Granite City, 
Kim Antonovich-Merz shows her passion for environmental education and her dedication to the 
efforts of the Green Schools Program. Since starting in the role as Green School Coordinator in 
2004, Kim has worked effortlessly to start a sustainable recycling program. Kim works to hold 
public recycling days for electronics, shoes, tabs, you name it! If there is something that needs 
recycled, Kim will find a way to make it happen.  

In the 2021-2022 school year, Kim promoted many of the Madison County competitions and 
collection programs. This included recycling over 140 lbs. of plastic bags, 393 lbs. of soda can tabs, 
17 pairs of eyeglasses, and 59 pairs of shoes, just to name a few. Kim also continues to promote 
the paper recycling at the school which she helped get started in 2004. She 
explains, “I feel that the recycling program at Mitchell has had a great 
impact on students learning to protect our Earth by recycling items instead 
of sending them to the landfill.” 

Kari Dioneda, a fellow staff member at Mitchell Elementary School explains, 
“Kim is the originator of our recycling program and has performed this task 
as Green School Coordinator honorably for eighteen years. Her long list of 
achievements overseeing the recycling program and dedication to our 
planet should not go unrecognized”. 

 

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/green_school_coordinators.php
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At the end of the school year, school coordinators are asked to report back in 

a survey their progress, accomplishments, challenges, and totals for collection 

programs based on their participation in the Green Schools Program. After 

completing the end of year survey, coordinators and schools are eligible for 

the competitions they chose to participate in as well as the end of year 

awards. 

Sample questions in the end of year survey include: 

 Please provide a brief narrative of how you promoted the Green Schools Program at your school 
and how you worked towards your sustainable goals.  

 Please list any sustainability accomplishments. 

 If you were awarded Green Seed Grant Funding in February, please provide a status update on 
your schools project.  

 Were there any significant challenges your school faced with the program this year? 

 Is there any way that the Green Schools Program could better support your efforts in the next 
year? 

The End of Year Celebration Kits are offered to schools who enroll in the Green Schools Program 

and who fill out the end of year survey summarizing their accomplishments and results for the 

year.  The 2020-2021 end of year celebration kit included: 

The items in the End of Year Celebration Kits change from year to year but always include materials 
to support your schools sustainability efforts and help recognize the students and staff involved 
with your schools Green Team. Kits are typically available in April to either be picked up or dropped 
off after schools fill out their end of year survey. 

 Tote bag made of recycled plastic bottles 
 Solar Rover Kit 
 Windmill Green Science Kit 
 Trash bags and litter grabbers for a clean up 
 Green Schools Program t-shirt, “Keep it Clean, 

Think Green” 
 Reusable water bottle with Green Schools logo 
 Dominos pizza gift card to celebrate with your 

green team 
 Grade level appropriate book for your school 
 Handouts and flyers including upcoming pro-

grams and opportunities 
 Annual streamer showing the year that your 

school participated 
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The Recycling and Resource Management Program works to improve the quality 
of life for Madison County residents, businesses, schools, and local governments 
through programs that foster healthy, resilient, connected communities. 
Madison County is a regional leader in recycling and resource management 
initiatives. Our innovative programs have received great success in recent years 
and we continue to build on them. 

The program serves Madison County communities 
through a wide range of strategies that promote wise 
use of resources and awareness of solid waste-related 
issues and options. These practices result in healthier 
communities, reduced waste, and cost savings for all 
members of the county and metro-east region. This 
approach helps residents make informed choices that 
contribute to a greater quality of life for those who 
live and work in Madison County and serve to attract 
an increased number of potential new residents and 
businesses.  

 

1. Edwardsville: 2500 Troy Road, Home Depot parking lot, serviced Monday through 
Friday. NOTE: This container is not available on weekends and is removed from the location at 
10 a.m. on Fridays. 

2. Alton: 400 Piasa St., downtown Alton across from federal building, serviced Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. 

3. Collinsville: 1600 Olive St, at Fletcher Field Parking Lot, serviced Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. 

4. Hamel: 403 Old US Route 66, Located at the Township maintenance shed and Hamel 
Community Fire Protection District Office, serviced Mondays and Fridays. 

5. Marine: 630 W Leopold St., Off Leopold, behind Marine Township Highway Garage, just past 
Vernon, serviced Mondays and 
Fridays. 

6. Maryville: 8 Schiber Court, Off 
Vadalabene, by Drost Park, Public 
Works Department and Community 
Library, serviced Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

7. New Douglas: 8363 East Frontage 
Road, Across I-55 from the Pink 
Elephant Antique Mall, off Alhambra 
Road, serviced Tuesdays. 
 

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/sustainability.php
https://gis.co.madison.il.us/madco/viewer/index.html
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As part of Madison County’s Building & Zoning Department, the Resource Management Program 
has designed new opportunities for Madison County citizens to help clean up their streets and 
neighborhoods. The Clean Communities program will now offer litter cleanup Tool Kits for free to 
any resident wanting to help keep Madison County beautiful. 
 
Each kit will include: 

 Litter Grabber 
 Reflective Safety Vest 
 Pair of Gloves 
 33 Gallon Trash Bags 

 
Up to six (6) Tool Kits will be available for individual 
households and small groups. 
 
Up to twenty-four (24) kits will be available for 
larger scheduled clean-ups and 
organizations. Requests for larger Tool Kits will 
require either: 
Specific Clean-Up Dates or Location 
A group/organization with plans for on-going community clean-ups. 
 
Join our Facebook page Madison County Clean Communities to find 
clean up events going on in your area! In this group you can post 
pictures, testimonials, and encourage other volunteers to help our in 
the community. 

 

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/index.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/planning_and_development/clean_communities_resources.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cleancommunities/
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Whether you are new to the Green Schools Program or you have 
participated every year since it began in 1990, it is my hope that this 
Program Guide outlined the many opportunities available to Madison 
County schools and displayed the accomplishments of students and 
teachers in previous years. I plan to continue the work of my 
predecessors in addition to expanding the program to best fit the needs 
of teachers, students, and staff in Madison County schools.  

In my role as the Green Schools Coordinator, I continuously encourage 
Madison County residents and schools find a balance between equity, 
the economy, and the environment. In doing this, we at Madison 
County are working to meet the needs of the present without 
compromising  the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. Through the Green Schools Program specifically, and working 
directly with nearly 50 schools and teachers every year, I plan to increase the impact of this 
program by recruiting new schools to join the program in addition to introducing new programs 
every year.  This school year I am really excited about the new competitions and collection 
programs we are introducing, such as the bread tag collection and the used shoe collection, to 
spark interest among the schools and teachers who have dedicated many years to participating in 
the program.  

As always, I encourage you to reach out to me with any questions or concerns about the Green 
Schools Program.  

All the best, 

Bailey  

mailto:bnlutz@co.madison.il.us?subject=Green%20Schools%20Progra

